1936-1986 



An Almanac of Victories, 
Disasters, Heroes and Hurrahs 


Events, jolting and stirring, historic and whimsi¬ 
cal, have come thick and fast since LIFE began 
publication. On this and the following pages is a re¬ 
markable kaleidoscope of images that have de¬ 
fined and illuminated the past five decades. The 
chart reflects a time of global war and internation¬ 
al harmony, devastating poverty and unprecedent¬ 
ed prosperity, inspired silliness and profound cre¬ 
ativity. These pictures of the champions and the 
villains, the news and the trends come straight 
from the pages of LIFE. 

Each year is observed from seven viewpoints: 
the big headline; the box-office champ or critical 
success—from show business and best-selling 
books to athletes and politicians; the outstanding 
scientific breakthrough or creative innovation; the 
twosome that endeared itself to the nation; the di¬ 
saster-natural or man-made; the individuals who 
sparked the imagination of their day, sometimes 
for a single accomplishment, sometimes for a life’s 
work; and, finally, the style that emerged as the 
most fetching or the fad that was as irresistible as it 
was ephemeral. Read down for a capsule look at a 
single year, across for a scan of the particular cate¬ 
gory. Either way, the chart is a colorful synopsis of 
a vibrant, hard-charging half century. 



Spanish Civil War begins 



Charlie Chaplin takes on mass 
production in his classic 
Modem Times 



Surrealist show at New York’s 
Museum of Modern Art 



No hope but prayer in drought 
and dust storms 



Jesse 

Owens wins 
four gold 
medals at 
Berlin 
Olympics 


Beauty 
shops give 
35 million 
permanent 
waves 



































1937 


1938 1939 



Labor organizes auto and steel 
industries amid strikes and 
bloody conflict 


Japan sets up puppet 
government in Nanking, China 



Hitler 

invades 


1940 




German Luftwaffe relentlessly 
blitzes London 



Japan boi 
and U.S. e 



Animation goes full-length 
with Disney’s Snow White 


FDR elected for 
unprecedented third term 


America’s 

acclaimed 



Frank Lloyd Wright’s Falling 
Water house at Bear Creek, Pa. 



Howard Hughes flies around 
the world in three and 
three-quarter days 



x wiuuuunu shelve pclillUIlgS 

discovered at Lascaux in 
southwest France 




Dutch 

Crown 

Princess 

Juliana 

weds 

German 

Prince 

Bernhard 




China’s Ger 
Chiang Kai- 


Mickey Rooney and Judy 
Garland team up in 
Love Finds Andy Hardy 


Henry Ford II marries 
Anne McDonnell 



Orson Welles’s radio drama 
War of the Worlds panics 
thousands 



"T3I First photos 
of oncen- 


tration 
camps— 
official and 
staged— 
released by 
Nazis 



Joe Louis 
kayos Max 
Schmeling 
to retain 
heavy¬ 
weight title 


Canada’s Dionne quintuplets 
turn three 


Marian Anderson, barred from 
Constitution Hall by DAR, 
sings at Lincoln Memorial 


Goldfish- 

gulping 



Tacoma 

(Wash.) 

Narrows 

Bridge 

collapses 



a New British 
PM Winston 
Churchill 
offers 
‘‘blood, toil, 
tears and 
sweat” 



Nylon 

madness 

sweeps 

nation. 



Harlan Coun 



















































































1944 


1946 






American 
troops land 
in North 
Africa 


Irving 

Berlin’s 

White 

Christmas 

dominates 

the charts 


lie Rickenbacker 
days at sea 


Riveter’ 


t U.S. women 


Hepburn in Woman 
heir first movie 


Nearly 500 
lives lost in 
Boston’s 
Cocoanut 
Grove fire 






Race riots kill 34 in Detroit 


Stalin, Roosevelt and 
Churchill confer at Tehran 


Oklahoma!, Broadway’s big hit 


Quantity production of 
penicillin 


Harry 

James weds 
Betty Grable 



Frank 

“Swoonatra’ 



Leg makeup 

replaces 

nylons 

during 

wartime 

shortage 



Allies invade Normandy on 
DDay 



Going My Way. with Barry 
Fitzgerald and Bing Crosby, 
cops Oscar 



Martha 
Graham 
creates her 
classic 
mod¬ 
ify cm 
" / dance, 
/ Appa- 
lachian 
Spring 



Songwriting Pulitzer winners 
Rodgers and Hammerstein 



Hartford, 
Conn., 
circus fire 
takes 168 
lives 



Allied Supreme Commander 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 



Jeans, 
bobby socks 
and 

homework 
by the radio 


1945 



Atom 
bombs on 
Hiroshima 
and 

Nagasaki 
end WWII 


Nazi leaders convicted for war 
crimes at Nuremberg trials 




Ethel 

Merman 

storms 

Broadway 

in Annie , 

Get Your 

Gun! 



Founding of 
the United 
Nations 


Raymond Loewy’s dream car 
with Plexiglas top 



Bogart and Bacall cut their 
wedding cake 


Argentine newlyweds Evita 
and Juan Per6n 



B-25 

crashes into 
Empire 
State 
Building 


GIs return to 
unemploy¬ 
ment, high 
prices 


Marines 
raise Old 
Glory 

on I wo Jima 


West Point’s Touchdown 
Twins: Glenn Davis and Doc 
Blanchard 



Eisenhower 

jacket 










































































1949 


1950 


w 


1948 



India wins independence from 
Britain; Pakistan is partitioned 



Israel is 
bom amid 
diplomacy 
and 

violence 



Communists 

under Mao 

Tse-tung 

establish 

People’s 

Republic of 

China 



South 

troops 


1951 



General MacArthur. fi 
Truman, comes home 
soldier’s welcome 










Bonanza year for “Mister B’ 
Eckstine and Billy-soxers 


Mohandas Gandhi, India’s 
“Great Soul,’’ is mourned 
worldwide 


America’s 

Babe 

Didrikson 

Zaharias 

wins British 

golf 

champion¬ 

ship 


Arthur 
Godfrey is 
radio’s most 
Iistened-to 
voice 


Mary Martin 
and South 
Pacific 
triumph on 
Broadway 


C it 
firs 
toe 
mil 


Bobby 

Thomsi 

homen 

pennan 

N.Y.Gia 


rincess Elizabeth weds 
[eutenant Philip 
puntbatten 


Winthrop Rockefeller marries 
Barbara “Bobo’’ Sears 


Ingrid Bergman and Roberto 
Rossellini fall scandalously 
in love 


use Un-American Activities 
nmittee investigates 
iywood 


Dodger 

Jackie 

Robinson 

breaks color 

line in big- 

league 

baseball 


Soviets blockade Berlin; 
thwarted by U.S., British airlift 


Cardinal Mindszenty gets life 
sentence in Communist 
Hungary 

Tennis ace 
Pancho 
Gonzales 


Pablo Casals, silent for three 
years in protest of Franco’s 
Spain, performs to honor Bach 


Elizabeth Taylor ties the knot 
with Conrad Hilton Jr. 


Extent of organized crime 
aired before Senate’s Kefa 
committee 


n-TLki rafts 4,000 miles 
ross Pacific 


Boston’s Brink’s, Inc. is robbed 
of $2.8 million 


Hopalong 
Cassidy 
rides 
again—on 
TV 


Transcontinental televil 


Comi 

team 

Marti 

Jerry 


Alfred Kinsey’s report on male 
sexual behavior published 


Abstract 


expression¬ 
ist Jackson 
Pollock 



Dior s “new 
look” nips 
waist, drops 
hem 



Space¬ 
saving, 
better¬ 
sounding LP 
records 



The bikini 
debuts in 
the U.S. 






































































Hillary, 
Tenzing are 
first to 
reach 
summit of 
Mount 
Everest 


*y 

)ean 

land 

Lewis 




Surprise 
wedding (after 
18 years) for A1 
Capp’s Daisy 
Mac and 
Li’l 

Abner 


Jacqueline Bouvier weds 
Senator John F. Kennedy 



Supreme 
Court rules 
for Linda 
Brown and 
against 
racial 

segregation 
in public 
schools 


Academy Award for Marlon 
Brando in On the Waterfront 



Dr. Jonas 
Salk tests 
his polio 
vaccine 


Marilyn Monroe teams up 
with Joe D. 


1955 



Bulganin, Eisenhower, Faure 
and Eden at first Geneva 
summit 



Anne 

Morrow 

Lindbergh’s 

Giftfrom the 

Sea, No. 1 

nonfiction 

best-seller 



Disneyland 
opens in 
Calif. 



Princess Margaret renounces 
Group Captain Peter 
Townsend 




Most POWs come home from 
Korea: brainwashing feared 
for some left behind 



Senator Joe McCarthy 
accuses Army of coddling 
Communists 



Lc Mans race car spins out of 
control, killing more than 80 



n’s 

anns 

for 

ints 


Democrat Adlai Stevenson, 
loser to Eisenhower but 
winner in hearts of many 


3-D movies 



Sweden’s 
Dag Ham- 
marskjold, 
new U.N. 
Secretary- 
General 



Bermuda 
shorts for 
men 



Britain’s 

Roger 

Bannister, 

world’s first 

sub-four- 

minute 

miler 




Davy 

Crockett 

hats 


1956 



Soviet troops take 
crush Hungarian 



Season’s top Broa 
musical, My Fair] 



Andrea Doria sink 
collision with Stoc 



Elvis Presley gyrat 


















































































Vaccine to 
combat 
Asiatic flu 


Side Story's gangs take 
r Broadway 


1958 



Pope Pius XII dies; Cardinal 
Roncalli becomes Pope John 
XXIII 



Nobel Prize for Soviet novelist 
Boris Pasternak 





Bing Crosby 
and new 
bride, 
Kathryn 
Grant 


Whites resist school 
integration in Little Rock, Ark. 


Jayne Mansfield and 
husband-to-be Mickey 
Hargitay 


Charles 


murders 11 
in Nebraska 


1959 



Castro’s 

guerrillas 

topple 

Batista 

regime in 

Cuba 



Kennedy narrowly defeats 
Nixon for presidency 


East Germany builds Be 
Wall 



TV westerns lead the ra 
for fifth straight season 


Can-Can, Hollywood’s musical 
money-maker 


Singer Pat Boone is 
solid gold 


The Pill 
goes on 
the 

market 


Beatniks 
make the 
scene 



Rock Hudson and Doris Day 
chat it up in Pillow Talk 



Princess Margaret marries 
Antony Armstrong-Jones 


iS 


pi 



-tu 


Roger Maris (right) set; 
run record; teammate i 
Mantle just misses 





Quiz show scandals stun 
nation 


Francis 
Gary 
Powers in 
U-2 spy 
plane is shot 
down over 
Russia 



Evangelist 

Billy 

Graham 

crusades in 

Madison 

Square 

Garden 



The bag 
dress 



American pianist Van Clibum 
wins Tchaikovsky 
competition in Moscow 




The seven Mercury astronauts 
are named 



Phone booth 
stuffing 



Painter Grandma Moses 
turns 100 



Trampo¬ 

lines 




First American in 
Shepard 



























































Soviet 
missiles in 
Cuba create 
crisis 


igs 


Wilt 

Chamber- 

lain 

scores 

basketball’s 

first, and 

only, 

100-point 

game 


Rachel 

Carson’s 

Silent 

Spring 

awakens 

ecology 

fears 




lichard Burton and Liz 
Taylor film Cleopatra 


ckcd 


Thalido¬ 
mide proved 
to have 
caused 
thousands 
of birth 
defects 


f 


\ : i 

y T 


John Glenn welcomed after 
first U.S. orbit of earth 



LBJ 

campaigns 
for Great 
Society, 
wins 
in a 

landslide 


President Kennedy 
assassinated 


The “Mona 
Lisa” 
visits the 
U.S. 


Betty 

Friedan’s 

The 

Feminine 
Mystique 
gives voice 
to women’s 
move- 
ment 


Andy 

Warhol puts 
pop art on 
the front 
burner 



New York 

Governor 

Nelson 

Rockefeller 

marries 

“Happy” 

Murphy 


Dame Margot Fonteyn and 
Rudolf Nureyev dance 
Swan Lake 



Birmingham Baptist church 
bombing leaves four children 
dead, 14 injured 



Earthquake 
in Alaska 
kills 117 



Martin Luther King Jr. tells 
freedom rally in Washington, 
“I have a dream” 


Bob Dylan ushers in a new 
generation of folk music 



Race riots erupt in L.A.’s Watts 
ghetto 



Ed White walks in space 



Sonny and Cher hit the charts 



Power failure blacks out 
Northeast up to 14 hours 



Albert 

Schweitzer 

celebrates 

90th 

birthday 





White boots 
and short 
dresses help 
girls go go 


Barbie at 

four, 

most 

popular doll 
in toy 
history 


Audrey 
Hepburn 
puts a 
hip into 
dance craze: 
the twist 



U.S. escalates air v 
in Vietnam 



Art goes psychedel 



Mia Farrow becomi 
Mrs. Sinatra 



Floods in Florence, 
damage priceless ai 



James Meredith, or 
march for rights of 
wounded by a snipe 
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lyvy 


iy/u 












m 


Daniel Ellsberglea 
Pentagon Papers tc 


The best-selling Love Story 
also heartens moviegoers 


Women rally nationwide to 
protest discrimination 


k 


issssi^ I 


Sir Francis Chichester 
completes solo sail around 
the world 


Cesar Chavez organizes 
nationwide grape boycott 


Nehru 

jackets 


Joe Namath leads Jets to 
Super Bowl championship 


Gloi 

chai 

fern 


Wate 

prov 

spla* 

forrr 

than 

sleep 


Moshe Dayan leads Israel in 
Six-Day War with Arabs 


The 

Graduate 
defines 
dilemmas of 
the new 
youth 


True Grit gives John Wayne 
his first Oscar 


All in the Family's l 
collar humor make* 
popular sit-com 


Jackie 

Kennedy 

weds 

Aristotle 

Onassis 


Sharon Percy marries Jay 
Rockefeller 


Miniskirt 


Martha Mitchell’s phone-ins 
endear her to reporters 


Campus unrest across 
country; protesters shut down 
Columbia 


Broadway is 
up to Hair 
in its first 
rock 
musical 


U.S. astronauts Armstrong 
and Aldrin land on moon 


Four antiwar demonstrators 
at Kent State gunned down by 
National Guard 


Human 

potential 

movement 

turns to 

touchy-feely 

tactics 


Dr. Christiaan Barnard 
performs first human heart 
transplant 


Woodstock 
rock festival 
embodies 
the spirit of 
the ’60s 


Three 
astronauts 
die when 
capsule 
catches fire 
on launch 
pad 


Robert Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King Jr. assassinated 


U.S. massacre of Vietnamese 
civilians at My Lai revealed 


Newman and Bedford shoot it 
out in Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid 


Masters and Johnson come 
out with sequel. Human 
Sexual Inadequacy 


Newlyweds Canadiar 
Minister Pierre and M 
Trudeau 


Judge in San Rafael, Calif., 
trial is taken hostage and slain 

























































































President 
Nixon 
resigns 
from the 
Oval Office 


Arab terrorists kill 11 Israeli 
athletes at Munich Olympics 


Watergate hearings. Senator 
Sam Ervin presiding 


U.S. pulls out of Vietnam 


America celebra 
Bicentennial 


Bobby 
Fischer is 
first 

American to 
win world 
chess title 


Secretariat is first triple crown 
winner in 25 years 


Courageous whips Australian 
challenger for America’s Cup 


Jaws takes monster bite of 
box office receipts 


The Loud 
TV docu¬ 
mentary 
shows 
breakup of a 
family as it 
happens 


Mother 
Elizabeth 
Seton 
becomes 
first U.S.- 
born saint 


Nixon’s visit to Peking opens 
detente with China 


Building of800-mile Alaska 
pipeline begins 


World Trade 
Center’s 
twin towers 
go up in 
downtown 
New York 
City 


Billie Jean King aces 
Bobby Riggs in tennis 
challenge 


Jimmy Connors and Chris 
Evert score love match 
off court 


American and Russian 
astronauts hold joint news 
conference in space 


Arab oil 

embargo 

stretches 

gas-pump 

lines 


Patty Hearst 
captured 
after joining 
abductors, 
but 

kidnappings 

proliferate 

worldwide 


Napalm bomb dropped on 
civilians near Saigon 


Spiro Agnew, charged with 
income tax evasion, resigns as 
Vice President 


Mysterious illness h 
during American Le 
convention in Phila< 


Special 
prosecutor 
Archibald 
Cox, fired by 
Nixon over 
request for 
tapes 


Brazil’s Pele 
comes out of 
retirement 
to boost 
American 
soccer 


Soviet gymnast Olga Korbut 
wins three Olympic gold 
medals 


Philippe Petit walks on 
wire 1,350 feet above 
Manhattan streets 


Bruce Jenner shatte: 
Olympic decathlon r 


Pantsuits 
for him 
and her 
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fH King Tut’s 
treasures 
tour U.S. 


Deace crusaders Mairead 
|an, Betty Williams win 
Prize 


Assassination attempt on 
President Reagan 


Hfei t 


Brooke Shields’s face is a 
million-dollar industry 


Jordan’s King Hussein 
marries American Lisa Halaby 


Disco fever 


Iranian 
students 
take 53 
hostages at 
U.S. 

embassy in 
Tehran 


Bo Derek’s 
200 

cornrows 
inspire the 
10 look 


Charles makes a princess of 
Lady Di 


Two sky walks in Kansas City 
hotel collapse, killing 114, 
injuring 269 


Sandra Day O’Connor is first 
female Supreme Court justice 


Urban cowboy 
boots 


en Biko dies of brain 
ige after 25 days in South 
an jail 


Mass murder-suicides in 
Jonestown, Guyana, leave 
913 dead 


Muhammad 
Ali defeats 
Leon Spinks 
for third 
world 
heavy¬ 
weight title 


Superman box office receipts 
go up, up—and up 


Voyager I 
discovers 
volcanoes 
and 

cracks on 
Jupiter’s 
moons 


Miss Piggy has a heavy crush 
on Kermit the Frog 


Accident at 
Three Mile 
Island 
sets off 
alarm over 
nuclear 
power plant 
safety 


Mother Teresa wins Nobel 
Peace Prize for work with sick 
and poor in India 


1980 


Washing¬ 
ton’s Mount 
St. Helens 
erupts, 
killing 60 


Audiences 
love hating 
Dallas's J.R. 


Voyager 1 photographs 1,000 
dazzling rings around Saturn 


Office gossip: Mary 
Cunningham and Bill Agee 


Attempted rescue of Iranian 
hostages goes awry in desert 


A slain 
John 
Lennon is 
mourned 


NASA launches Columbia, the 
first reusable space shuttle 


tian President Sadat 
is historic overture to 
li Prime Minister Begin 


Star Wars' 
tin two¬ 
some, C-3PO 
and R2-D2 


First test 
tube baby is 
born 


rd-breaking TV audience 
5 in to Alex Haley’s Roots 


Pope Paul VI dies: title passes 
from John Paul I to John Paul 
II within weeks 


Country 
entertainer 
of the year 
Dolly Parton 
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Bob Geldof aids the starving 
with mammoth rock concerts 


1982 1983 1984 


Terrorists’ truck bomb 
destroys Marine barracks in 
Beirut, kills 241 


Cabbage Patch Kids go to head 
of Santa’s request list 


AIDS awareness grows as 
death toll climbs 


British repulse Argentina’s 
claim to Falkland Islands 


Mass matrimony: 2,075 
couples take vows from Rev. 
Sun Myung Moon 




AM 


Sexually transmitted herpes 
infects the dating scene 


Yankees’ George Steinbrcnner 
and his off-again, on-again 
manager, Billy Martin 


Soviets shoot down KAL Flight 
007, killing all 269 passengers 
and crew 


Sally Ride, 
America’s 
first woman 
in orbit 


New superpower diplomats 
Mikhail and Raisa Gorbachev 


YUPPIE— 

and 

everything 
that goes 
with it 


Wayne Gretzky skates off with 
hockey’s biggest bucks: a $21 
million multiyear contract 


Astronaut Bruce McCandless 
jets untethered in space 


Walter Mondalc picks 
Geraldine Ferraro as vice- 
presidential running mate 


Titanic is found two and a half 
miles deep in the North 
Atlantic 


As decade-long drought 
persists, one million 
Ethiopians starve to death 


Mexico City earthquake leaves 
7,000 dead, 30,000 homeless 


Gymnast 
Mary Lou 
Retton wins 
Olympic 
gold 


Barney Clark gets first 
permanent artificial heart 


Steven Spielberg’s E.T. brings 
warm glow to earthlings 


Michael 

Jackson 

redefines 


ganza on 19- 
city tour 


In year of terrorism, TWA 
flight out of Athens with 153 
on board is hijacked 


TV’s No. 1 
funny 
father. Bill 
Cosby 


1986 



Challenger shuttle w 
of seven explodes 74 
after lift-off 



Corazon Aquino win: 
Philippine presidenc 
Marcos rule 



Senate sessions go or 



Commoner Sarah Fei 
takes Prince Andrew’ 
hand 



Teacher Christa McAu 
who was to have been 
ordinary citizen in spa 
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SONGSTERS 
AND A 
SIREN 



Julian Lennon,just two and the 
first babyBeatle, slouched in 
his natty trousers with 
mum Cynthia and dad John, 24, 
in 1965. That year the Beatles 
wouldhavefive No. 1 hits. 








*K * 
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SUPREME* 
AND SCREAMS 


In 1971, long before he donned 
glove and bellhop jacket to 
ascend to the penthouse of the 
music biz, Michael Jackson, 13 
(foreground), cut many a 
happy tune with his four 
brothers. Here, the Jackson 5 


'n 1965 21-year-old Diana Ross 
teamed with Mary Wilson 
left) and Florence Ballard (right) 
o belt out such Supremes 
lassies as "Stop! In the Name 
f Love." Ross went on her 
wnfour years later. 


Mick Jagger at 21, backed by 
Brian Jones (left) and Bill 
Wyman, set the standard in 1965 
for antiestablishment 
surliness as his Rolling 
Stones racked up rock and roll 
hits on both sides of the 
Atlantic. Their big number that 
year: “Satisfaction." 







9 eight young Hollywood hopefuls who had thus Jar appeared only in bit roles were asked to show how they would kiss, or taste a drink, or 
b ajoke. This is how a 23-year-old Marilyn Monroe, making herfirst appearance in the magazine, looked when "seeing a monster." EZI 










o 



Z ong before the cameras rolled on her 
1944 film. Cover Girl , Rita Hayworth 
was hard at work studying for the 
role. She even spent a day in a fashion 
modeling agency (left), where she was 
groomed for a magazine cover. Once the movie 
crew had done its job, the result up there on 
the screen was nothing less than magic: the 
sheer essence of beguiling femininity. The mys¬ 
terious process of moviemaking has captivated 
LIFE again and again. In its inaugural issue, the 
magazine took readers behind the scenes of Ca¬ 
mille. Then it went on to launch the careers— 
some of them short—of dozens of Hollywood 
starlets and gave lavish coverage to such block¬ 
busters as An American in Paris , Oklahoma /, 
The Ten Commandments and Doctor Zhivago . 
The magazine has been specially charmed by 
the luminescent power of Hollywood’s leading 
ladies. Hayworth and the other box-office 
queens shown on these pages insinuated them¬ 
selves into the heart of America, heroines in a 
never-ending let’s-pretend love affair so com¬ 
pelling it’s really not make-believe at all. 


* 























ool poised 
and with a serenity 
that only masked 
a tender warmth, 
Grace Kelly won 
stardom in High 
Noon. No 

matter what the role, 
a High Society lady 
or The Country Girl, 
herappeal 
remained constant: 
Grace'sfans came to 
watch the ice queen 
melt. Then at 26 she 
retiredfromjilms 
to marry Rainier of 
Monaco. When she 
was killed in a 
car crash in 1982 , 
the princess was 
mourned as a star. 








complex, with a 
voice that weaves 
songs into 
memories, Barbra 
Streisand was the 
first woman ever to 
direct, cowrite, 
coproduce and act in 
a film, Yentl. She is a 
Brooklyn original 
who told LIFE in 
1970, “I love the 
movies. Life is so 
tentative and short 
that I want 
something to 
remain as proof that 
I existed.” 









was a sensation 
even as a walk-on— 
with that shape , 
who needs a script? 
Astoundingly 
Marilyn Monroe 
was even more 
fascinating when 
her roles allowed 
her comic genius to 
emerge , and she 
could spellbind 
millions the way 
she lit up her 
dance partner 
Clark Gable. CD 
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CROWD 


RITA HAYWORTH 

“LIFE’S editors thought this the best girl 
picture ever taken,” the magazine 
acknowledged five years after the photograph 
was first published in 1941, when Rita 
was 22. The image, which has appeared in six 
issues of LIFE, is one of the classiest 
examples of a genre it helped shape: 
the pinup. On these pages are six all-time 
favorite pictures—images, not surprisingly, of 
women, children and animals-with a 
lasting appeal that has won them 









She arrived inauspiciously as a September 
1943 Picture to the Editor, but readers were 
dotty about model Chili Williams: Some 
10,000 of them wrote to the magazine about 
her. She reciprocated by dressing up 
drab barracks walls and warship hulls. 
















V. . ■ • 


ow in photographer Edward Steichen'sfloodlights, Eleanor Roosevelt posed in the gown she would wear to a preinaugural concert in 1941. 
leath the dowager clubwoman exterior lay the heart of a great champion—for human rights, civil liberties and, of course, the Democratic party. 









Gilded toppers atilt, 116 
hoofers rehearsed the 
grandjinale of the 
film version of 
Broadway's longest- 
running musical, A 
Chorus Line. After 4,600 
performances, the show, 
which opened in 1975, 
is still kicking. 
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